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September 10th 2018

Term 1

Welcome Back

Welcome back to all of our Little Deers!  We would like to send a very warm welcome to all of our new Little Deers starting this term too. We hope you have all had a fantastic summer!
Staff Changes

At the end of this 6 week term we will be saying ‘See You Soon’ to Laura who will be beginning her maternity leave and a massive CONGRATULATIONS to Chelsea who is pregnant and will be going on her maternity leave at the end of the year.

New Faces

We would also like to introduce you to our newest staff members, Jo and Charlotte, who are joining us this term and our lovely Hannah who is returning to be with us for this academic year.

Your Childs Key Person
As you are aware each child will have their own ‘Key Person’ whilst at Little Deers. It is important to us that for continuity of care that this person stays with your child until they leave and go to ‘Big School’ however, occasionally it is necessary for a new person to be allocated.  Please find attached to this newsletter a slip with the name of your childs Key Person attached.  As practitioners we thrive on having great relationships with our own Key Children and their parents but it is equally as important to us to develop great relationships with ALL the children AND parents at Little Deers.  Please feel free to speak to any practitioner to pass on information about your child or to just have a friendly Chat!  Please speak to Nikki or Tina if you have any queries or concerns.
Coffee Mornings
After taking the feedback from the most recent questionaire we have taken the decision to move the Coffee Mornings to the first WEDNESDAY of every Month, the first one being Wednesday 3rd October.  This is a social event run by Hazel where you can come along WITH your child(ren), if they’re not in pre school, to meet other parents and have a chat over Coffee and Cake.  Staff members pop in and out also if ratio’s allow – we cannot miss out on cake!!

Please come and join the fun as frequently as you can and enjoy the friendly environment.
No Mobile Phones

This is just a polite reminder please to not use your mobile phone whilst on the premises.

You will not be permitted to answer any calls/texts or take photos or your child, please 

Don’t be offended if you are asked to take it outside (this means into the car park) or 

Delete any photos taken.  We will be more than happy to add plenty of photos to your 

Child’s Tapestry account for you to see.  

No NUTS

Little Deers continues to have in place a NO NUT policy.  This means no peanut 

Butter, no whole nuts of any kind and no products which contain nuts in your 

Child’s lunch box. Thank you!

Termly Theme

The theme for this term is ‘Fall Back to School’, which is an amalgamation of all

Things Autumn as well as getting to know the childrens capabilities after such a long 

Break.  Please feel free to bring in any items linked to the theme for your child

                         To explore with their friends.
Bill Payments
Invoices will be calculated on a half termly basis and placed in your child’s tray at the beginning of term.  Payments can be made by cash or bacs by the payment date specified on the invoice.  If you have any problems making payments or have any questions at all please speak to Nikki.  Extra, ad hoc sessions can be booked on a first come first served basis if space allows.


Date’s For Your Diary
Term 1
First Day Term Monday 10th September

Last Day Term Friday 19th October

Term 2

First Day Term Monday 29th October

Last Day Term Friday 21st December, Early closure 1.30pm
Ladies Night

Save the Date. Our first ever ladies night will be taking place on Saturday 13th October.  More information will follow and tickets will go on sale soon.  
Christmas Fair
This years Christmas fair will be held on Saturday 24th November, 11am-2pm. Come along and enjoy a little shopping, some Festive refreshments and a Bouncy Castle for the Children.

Christmas Party

This years Christmas Party will also be a first where we will attempt a ‘Show’ where the children will put on a performance for parents and close family members, followed by some party food.  The date for this production is Friday 21st December.  Please note we will be closing early after the performance at 1.30pm.  
Name Belongings
A reminder please that all belongings brought in to pre school are clearly named.  We would appreciate it if all water bottles, lunch bags and back packs are clearly named with your childs name to stop any confusion over who’s is who’s, the children do enjoy being independent and this would help immensely.  It is also wise to put names into coats and shoes as some children do prefer other peoples shoes and will be very persistent in insisting they are their own!

We are aware that your child(ren) do enjoy bringing items in to pre school to show their friends however due to some items getting lost/broken accidently last term please keep any precious belongings at home.  Any items brought in will need to be placed in the Show and Tell box and shared with their friends if time allows.

Messy Play

The practitioners work hard to plan and provide a range of activities for the children to 
engage in exploring a range of media.  As you can imagine this can get very messy.  
Although we do encourage children to wear aprons for extreme messy play, some
 walk away from an activity rather than put on an apron.  We would much prefer c
hildren to engage in all activities on offer should they wish rather than miss out and 
enevitably this means clothes, shoes and coats are susceptible to getting very messy. 

Please dress your child in clothes that are not precious as some of paints, although
 child friendly do stain.  Uniform is available to buy through Tesco should you wish.
Name Tags
Those of you whose children attended last term will notice all of the children have 
new name labels that Tina has worked very hard on creating over the summer.  
Each child now has a picture of a fruit or vegetable next to their written name to 
encourage independence, especially for those who can’t yet recognise their written 
name.  A list of the fruit and vegetables used will be on display as some unusual 
ones have been used.  

Social Media
We have a very strict policy around social media and do not permit our staff to be friends with parents on facebook etc unless they already were before working for us.  Please can I politely request you do not send friend requests to staff members.  We have an active facebook page, Little Deers Pre School, and also a closed group for parents only, Little Deers Pre School Parents Page where you can keep up with news and events.  If you would like to share pictures of your child please do so via Tapestry.  
Tapestry

If you haven’t already been given login details for Tapestry you will be very soon.  Tapestry is great for keeping up to date with your child’s learning and development and reading the reports written by your child’s Key Person.  We welcome you to add your own photos for us to see what you have been up to during family time and would love to hear your comments on observations made by practitioners.  
Please spend some time exploring Tapestry, there is also an All About Me section which is there for you to complete also.  

Session Times
Our session times are as follows

9am-12noon

9am-1pm

9am-3pm

We try to be a flexible as possible with regards to dropping off your child in the morning and where we are more than happy if people are not able to arrive at 9am please do be aware that arriving too late during the morning can be unsettling for your own child(ren) as well as other children in the setting, especially those settling in.  This can also lead to key activities being missed such as snack or disrupting circle times.  We’d be very grateful if you could let us know if you will be very late.

Please also be prompt when collecting your child(ren) at the end of their session as this also has a knock on effect into lunchtimes and also at the end of the day, the cleaning routine.  Many thanks for you help with this matter.

Feedback

As a team we are constantly striving to improve Little Deers for our Children.  We appreciate any and all feedback and ideas of how we can improve so please feel free to speak to a member of staff.

Hazel is always looking for parents to become part of the Parent Committee.  This generally involves fundraising ideas and helping to organise events. 
If you think you would like to be part of this please speak to Hazel, any help is gratefully received.
30 Hours and Me2 Funding

30 hour funding applications should be made the term before you would like it to start ie

Apply NOW for a January start.  You will then need to regularly resubmit your information

To reconfirm elegibility.  At times this can be a lengthy process so please allow plenty 

Of time.

If you think you or your child may be elegible for Me2 funding or you would like 

More information please speak to a member of staff.
If you’ve made it to the end well done and thank you for taking the time to read it!

We are very much looking forward to seeing all the children and seeing how much 
they’ve changed.

                                        From All the Team
   Nikki, Tina, Chelsea, Hazel, Laura, Hannah, Jo and Charlotte 

